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For	 the	 very	 first	 time,	 in	 2008,	 the	 urban	 population	exceeded	populations	in	rural	areas.1	Currently	there	are	more	than	378	cities	with	over	a	million	residents	and	it	
is	expected	that	by	2025	this	number	will	grow	to	599.2	Almost	




























Achieving	 the	 established	 United	 Nations	 sustainable	














being	and	 reduced	 inequalities	over	 the	 long	 term,	while	not	
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exposing	future	generations	to	significant	environmental	risks	














areas	 house	 large	 portions	 of	 the	 population	 therefore	 well-
designed	cities	create	“resource	efficiency	with	economic	and	














able	 agreement	 that	 will	 benefit	 sustainable	 urbanization.32	
Although	 the	green	economy	 is	not	 the	only	path	 to	 sustain-
able	urbanization,	it	is	a	step-forward:	it	creates	new	economic	






community.	 In	 conclusion,	 “cities	will	 be	 central	 in	bringing	
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